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apartment in which he took most interest was his cabi-
net; this he had arranged according to his own taste
and convenience. * It was a spacious room. In the
centre was a long table, with drawers on each side, in
which were deposited not only articles appropriate to the
place, but a set of carpenter's tools in one and small
garden implements in another from the use of which he
derived much amusement. Around the walls were maps,
globes, charts, books, &c. In the window recesses were
stands for the flowers and plants which it was his delight
to attend and among his roses and geraniums was sus-
pended the cage of his favorite mocking-bird, which he
cherished with peculiar fondness, not only for its melodi-
ous powers, but for its uncommon intelligence and af-
fectionate disposition, of which qualities he gave sur-
prising instances. It was the constant companion of his
solitary and studious hours. Whenever he was alone
he opened the cage and let the bird fly about the room.
After flitting for a while from one object to another, it
would alight on his table and regale him with its sweet-
est notes, or perch on his houlder and take its food from
his lips. Often when he retired to his chamber it would
hop up the stairs after him and while he took his siesta,
would sit on his couch and pour forth its melodious
strains. How he loved this bird! How he loved his
flowers! He could not live without something to love,
and in the absence of his darling grandchildren, his bird
and his flowers became objects of tender care. In a
man of such dispositions, such tastes, who would recog-
nize the rude, unpolished Democrat, which foreigners
and political enemies described him to be. Although
Sir Augustus Foster1 in his notes lately published has

1 In the Quarterly Review, 1841. Henry Adams in his History of the
United States (vol. i, p. 186) quotes it, but it is without doubt a carica-
ture of Jefferson.                                                                    !ious, cruel and despotic.              ]
